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1 . The present specification is objected to because many words therein are 
incomplete. For example, page 1, line 27; page 2, lines 1-3, line 27; page 3, lines 1-3, 
line 27; page 4, lines 1-3, etc. The present application should be thoroughly and 
completely reviewed amended. Applicant is cautioned against the addition of new 
matter. 

2. Claims 8, 9, 12-14, 16, 17 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being 
in improper form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from another 
multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 8, 9, 12-14, 
1 6, 1 7 have not been further treated on the merits. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-7, 10-11, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Each of claims 1-7, 10-11 and 15 require complete and thorough revision and 
amendment so that these claims comply with the above statute. There are many 
antecedent basis problems with the claims and many of the claims are incomplete 
because they include words that have missing letters-see claims 6, 7, 10, 15. Applicant 
should carefully and thoroughly review the claimed subject matter and also make sure 
the claims are grammatically correct. Upon revision, the claims may also require a 
restriction requirement because applicant is claiming both a fuel cell and a method of 
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operating a fuel cell, however in view of the severe indefiniteness and problems with the 
claims, the different groups cannot be delineated at this time. 

In claim 1, line 3, are the "reaction gas channels" the same as the "reaction gas 
channels" in lines 1-2 of claim 1 or are they different channels? The expression "outlet 
header" found in line 4 of claim 1 does not have proper antecedent basis. 

In claim 2, it is not known what is encompassed by the expression "dew point of 
gas or greater" because it is not known what gas is being referenced? 

Claim 3, line 2, "inlet header" does not find antecedent basis. 

In claim 4, lines 2-3, the expression "the dew point of one side of reaction gas is 
set at the temperature of the other side of reaction gas" is unclear and requires 
amendment. 

In claim 5, the expressions "one side of reaction gas" and "the other side of 
. reaction gas" are unclear. Also, Applicant has claimed reaction gas channels or heat 
medium channels (underlining added). However, lines 2-3 set forth reaction gas while 
line 4 of claim 5 sets forth heat medium. Clarification is required because this claim 
cannot include both reaction gas and heat medium. 

In claim 6, line last line is indefinite because of incomplete word(s). 

Claim 7, line 1 is unclear because of the incomplete words. 

Claim 10, line 1 , includes incomplete word(s) and in line 2, there is no antecedent 
basis for "downstream area". 

Claim 1 1 , dependent on claim 10, falls therewith. 
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Claim 15 includes multiple incomplete words and is thus unclear and indefinite. 
Also, line 2, "heat medium" finds no proper antecedent basis. 

5. In view of the above objections and rejections to the claims, it was not possible to 
determine the metes and bounds of applicant's claimed subject matter and so it was not 
possible to conduct a search to find prior art. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John S. Maples whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1287. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 6:15-3:45, 
and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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